Composición y Conversación

 (SPAN 200 01)

1. Instructor 

José Vilahomat                                                       Office hours:        2:00 – 3:00 pm T, W
Office: Fausett 24 b. Tel. 450-4594                                                    2:00 – 4:00 pm R
E-Mail: vilahomat@hendrix.edu 




& by appointment
Classes: 

Span 200 (01)
9:10 – 10:00
MWF, Main Fausett 22

 

Span 320 (01)
10:10 – 11:00
MWF, Main. Fausett 22
Span 480 (01)
9:45 – 11:00
T.R., Main Fausett 21



Course description, goals, and objectives: 
Spanish 200 is designed to reinforce previous knowledge of Spanish grammar and vocabulary by focusing on communication and writing. The main goal of this course is to improve students’ ability to write, read, understand and speak effectively in Spanish. This course is also a transition from the basic language sequence to the advance Spanish courses. During the semester, students are required to read short stories by writers from Spain and Latin America as well as some other cultural materials. It is expected that students do much of the work of reading and understanding the basics of the texts outside of class, because our time in class will be basically used for interpretation, discussion, and practice.

Required Materials: El cuento hispánico: A graded literary anthology. 7th edition by Edward J. 







      Mullen & John F. Garganigo. (In bookstore) 
Grading System and Course Requirements  (El profesor no aproxima nota. Ej: una nota de 79.9 es C):
Components of Grade



          
           

Grading Scale
Exams (4) (10%, 10%, 10%, 10%)


40%           
A = 90 - 100

Papers (4) (5%, 5%, 10%, 10%)         


30%

B = 80 - 89


Quizzes






10%

C = 70 – 79

Homework





  5%

D = 60 – 69

Participation/Attendance



10%

F = Below 60

Presentation





  5%





Exams: Exams are a variant of papers. Exams will ask about specific information from stories and writers, and will require analysis and articulation of thought in a form of essay. They will also evaluate grammar structures, vocabulary and cultural aspects discussed in class. 
Papers: There are four essays written outside of class. Each paper should be 1.5, 1.5, 2 and 2 pages long respectively. They are following the MLA Handbook for Writers of research papers’ stile (papers must be typed at double space including title. Title has to be centered, first line of every paragraph should be indented 1 inch, end notes [not footnotes] if necessary). The papers will be due in class on the day assigned. No credit will be given for papers submitted late.  The evaluation of papers will be based on usage of grammar, vocabulary, spelling, and other aspects of written expression. 
Quizzes: Quizzes will come in two varieties: announced and unannounced (commonly referred to as “pop”). They will be given regularly to assure that the student go to class well prepared. 

Homework:  Homework will be due in class on the day assigned. No credit will be given for homework submitted late.

Attendance: Experience dictates that attendance is of great importance toward earning a good grade in the class. Students are expected to attend all classes, arrive on time, and remain in class for the entire period. It is important to note that any unexcused absence will result in a zero for your participation grade on that day. Absence from class will be excused for Hendrix athletic events for a team of which you are a member, emergency medical conditions (with appropriate notes from medical personnel), and death in the immediate family. If you do not provide a reason for an absence, the absence will be unexcused. Lateness: Every three times that a student is more than ten minutes late for class counts as one unexcused absence.
Presentation: Each student will prepare a presentation about a short story, a film, a poem, an article, etc. in Spanish, to be given in front of the class. This can be done individually or in pairs and will be arranged in terms of topics and dates at the beginning of the semester so that there is plenty of time to plan and practice the presentation. Students, whether alone or with a partner, must speak in Spanish for no more than 8 minutes. This presentation will be graded based on the ability to use appropriate language functions and structures, vocabulary, and pronunciation.

Plan: You will be responsible for being prepared for class. This means a minimum of 6 hours per week of out-of-class work. You need to study the material before coming to class in order to be prepared so we can practice more in class. All classes will be conducted in Spanish. Even though we will be working completely in Spanish, do not hesitate to ask for help or demand explanations if they are needed. Use office hours before coming to class if you do not understand the material. That will guarantee a better performance in pop quizzes.

Statement of Academic misconduct:  Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be referred to the committee on Academy Integrity. Please see your student handbook for further details. Although discussion and cooperation among students is encouraged and the use of tutor is a resource, it is expected that any evaluated exercises must be the result of the student’s work and thought. Any work which quotes or that uses the work of another person (published or not), including works found on the internet, must indicate its sources in the appropriate manner or it will be considered plagiarism. 
  

Disability accommodations and university policies: It is the policy of Hendrix College to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal and state law. Any student who needs accommodation in relation to a recognized disability should inform the instructor at the beginning of the course. In order to receive accommodations, students with disabilities are required to contact Julie Brown in Academic Support Services at 501-505-2954.
Lesson Planner - Spanish 200   (fall 2008)
	Día
	Material

	8/27
	Introducción al curso. Ejercitar la expresión oral y escrita. 

	8/29
	El arte hispano: Análisis de pintura: Goya, Dalí, Picasso…

	9/1
	Día feriado (No hay clases)

	9/3
	El arte hispano: Análisis de pintura: Goya, Dalí, Picasso…

	9/5
	“El loco de Sevilla” Miguel de Cervantes (España).

	9/8
	“El loco de Sevilla” (Continuación).

	9/10
	“El eclipse” Augusto Monterroso (Guatemala)

	9/12
	El arte hispano: Diego Rivera (México) La gran Tenochtitlán  

	9/15
	“La casa en Mango Street” Sandra Cisneros (México)              

	9/17
	Examen 1

	9/19
	El cine hispano: “La tragedia de Macario” (México) See note at the end. 


	9/22
	“La tragedia de Macario” (Continuación)

	9/24
	“El árbol de oro” Ana María Matute (España)                           

	9/26
	“El árbol de oro” (Continuación)                                                Entregar Ensayo # 1                 

	9/29
	“El arrepentido” Ana María Matute (España)                           

	10/1
	“El arrepentido” (Continuación)                                   

	10/3
	“El solitario” Horacio Quiroga (Uruguay)                          

	10/6
	“El solitario” (Continuación)                                             

	10/8
	Examen 2

	10/10
	“A la deriva” Horacio Quiroga (Uruguay)                                       

	10/13
	“A la deriva” (Continuación)                                                           

	10/15
	“Continuidad de los parques” Julio Cortázar (Argentina)           Entregar Ensayo # 2                           

	10/16

     19
	Vacaciones de otoño

	10/20
	“Continuidad de los parques” (Continuación)                           

	10/22
	“Casa tomada” Julio Cortázar (Argentina)                                 

	10/24
	“Casa tomada” (Continuación)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

	10/27
	“Los mejor calzados” Luisa Valenzuela (Argentina).

	10/29
	Examen 3

	10/31
	El cine hispano: “La historia oficial” (Argentina) See note at the end. 


	11/3
	“La historia oficial” (Continuación)                                              

	11/5
	“La historia oficial” (Continuación)                                              

	11/7
	El cine hispano: “Cautiva” (Argentina) See note at the end. 


	11/10
	“Cautiva” (Continuación)                                                                 Entregar Ensayo # 3                     

	11/12
	“El Sur” Jorge Luis Borges (Argentina)                                  

	11/14
	“El Sur” (Continuación)                                                             

	11/17
	Examen 4

	11/19
	“El ahogado más hermoso del mundo” Gabriel García Márquez (Colombia).

	11/21
	“El ahogado más hermoso del mundo” (Continuación)                                                                                                       

	11/24
	“El ahogado más hermoso del mundo” (Continuación)  

	11/26

     30
	Vacaciones – “Día de acción de gracia”

	12/1
	La poesía: Selección de poemas de escritores españoles.

	12/3
	Selección de poemas de escritores españoles (Continuación).

	12/5
	La poesía: Selección de poemas de escritores latinoamericanos.        

	12/8
	Selección de poemas de escritores latinoamericanos (Continuación).

	12/12
	Entregar Ensayo # 4 (Final)


� Wednesday, September 17, 2008. Mills C, 5:30 pm.  “La tragedia de Macario.” When his native town of Sabinas Hidalgo can no longer provide much more than nightly beans and tortillas, Mexican peasant worker Macario finds himself drawn uncontrollably to thoughts of crossing the border to find work and a more dignified life for his wife. When his struggles worsen, he can no longer wait, so Macario and his best friend set out on the dangerous journey north to the United States, guided by faith, determination, and a watchful holy eye. But even divine intervention cannot save Macario from the fate implied in the film’s title and tragedy inevitably arrives.   


      


� Wednesday, October 29, 2008. Mills C, 5:30 pm.  “La historia oficial.” Five years after the arrival of her adopted daughter, Alicia finds herself asking some questions. Where, exactly, did the little girl come from? Was she indeed obtained through the normal adoption channels in Argentina, as her husband insists, or was she stolen from a mother who was a political prisoner? Alicia loves her adopted daughter so much and her life centers on the girl, but she wants to know the true. She is vaguely aware of some of the unhappy realities of recent Argentinean politics - the roundups of leftists and opponents of the governments, who became “missing persons” and were presumably killed in a secret holocaust.  “The official Story” is part polemic, part thriller, and part tragedy.





� Wednesday, November 5, 2008. Mills B,  5:30 pm. “Cautiva.” Cristina’s life is thrown into turmoil when she is suddenly escorted from her strict Catholic school in Buenos Aires and told that she is really Sofia Lombardi, the daughter of activists who disappeared in the ‘70s. Questioning everything she once thought true. Cristina embarks on a journey to find her true identity. Meeting others like herself, the young girl soon discovers the real-life horrors of Argentina’s relatively recent past and the nightmare that claimed tens of thousands of lives during the country’s “dirty war.” 








